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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE U.S. ADMISSION OF CHILEAN REFUGEES 
REF: SANTIAGO 1618 (NOTAL) 

1. CONTINGENCY GUIDANCE WAS PREPARED FOR DEPT 
SPOKESMAN AFTER APPEARANCE OF AP STORY, AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. IS IT TRUE THAT THE DEPARTMENT WILL ACCEPT CHILEAN 
POLITICAL PRISONERS AS REFUGEES? 

A. AS YOU KNOW THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED SOME 
MONTHS AGO A PROGRAM OF RELEASE INTO EXILE OF CERTAIN 
DETAINEES, PROVIDED COUNTRIES COULD BE FOUND FOR THEIR 
RESETTLEMENT. THE DEPARTMENT HAS PUT FORWARD A PROPOSAL 
TO ACCEPT A LIMITED NUMBER OF SUCH DETAINEES, AND REFUGEES 
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PAROLE INTO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE IMMIGRATION AND 
NATIONALITY ACT. WE HAVE BEEN CONSULTING WITH THE 
CONGRESS ABOUT THE PROPOSAL. THE FINAL DETERMINATION 
MUST BE MADE BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Q. WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY A "LIMITED NUMBER" IN THIS 
INSTANCE? 

A. WE ARE NOT NOW IN A POSITION TO DISCUSS SPECIFIC 
NUMBERS. 

Q. DIDN'T WE TAKE SOME EARLIER REFUGEES AFTER THE COUP? 

A. AT THE REQUEST OF THE UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
REFUGEES, A SIMILAR PROGRAM WAS UNDERTAKEN IN 1973 WITH 
REGARD TO THIRD-COUNTRY REFUGEES IN CHILE. 

Q. HOW MANY DID WE TAKE IN THEN? 

A. SOME 26 PERSONS WERE APPROVED FOR ENTRY. 

2. EMBASSY MAY DRAW ON FOREGOING IN REPLYING TO 
QUESTIONS. 

3. FYI - PROPOSALS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY ENCOMPASS 
CHILEAN REFUGEES IN PERU UNDER UNHCR MANDATE AS WELL AS 
DETAINEES WHO MAY OBTAIN RELEASE INTO EXILE UNDER GOC 
PROGRAM. NEITHER HAS ANY STATUS OUTSIDE OF DEPARTMENT. 
THEREFORE EMBASSY SHOULD AVOID SPECULATION IN DISCUSSIONS 
WITH GOC OR OTHER INQUIRERS ABOUT TIMING, NUMBERS 
INVOLVED OR OTHER PARAMETERS WHICH REMAIN TO BE DEFINED. 
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